The Englishman
them.   I only ask them in return to look with such sympathy as they
can on us.
Another generalisation made against us is that we are not intel-
lectual, that we cannot think and that we are not interested in things
of the mind, and rh^ in spite of these terrible deficiencies, we yet
manage to get along and are quite pleased with ourselves. I would
submit that, even if we confine ourselves to the last century, England
has not been noticeably behind other nations in producing men not
only of national but of international reputation, in all branches of
literature and science. I will not pause, as well I might at this point,
to comment on the Englishman's gift of lyric imagination which down
the centuries has clothed itself in the exquisite poems which fill our
anthologies, a gift which shows no sign of failing us. To deal with
that aspect would require a book, and this is but a sketch.
But I take it that die charge is levelled against our people as a whole,
and as one of that multitude of common English folk, I would try once
more to be their interpreter and spokesman. Take for a moment the
ordinary TfriglisTiinam's attitude to politics. He is not interested in
political theory. His one question, as it would be in the case of a new
machine in his workshop, is " Will it work ? ", and he has a curious
instinct, the growth of centuries, which tells him whether it will or
not. Hence, speaking generally, he is the despair of the intellectual
constitution spinner from Moscow or Berlin, or from anywhere else,
for if he feels their theories to be unworkable, he simply is not
interested. He regards long arguments by people who have had no
practical experience in the subject on which they talk, as waste of time.
He will use a part of any programme which in his view " will work "
while still ignoring the completed theoretical structure.
For instance, the ordinary man is not impressed by pictures of a
logically complete national socialised State: but d&f does not prevent
trim adapting for his use many planks in a programme of socialistic
origin. He has a distrust of political theory, of being what he calls
a academic ", and he has no confidence in logic The question is ever
in his mind: How will this work ? and, How will that help or kinder
ia die making of a better England ? He still prefers the old way of
trial and of experiment, rejection and adaptation. He cannot really
bdk-ye ia any ready-made Plan which will solve the problems of
Conduct and Duty on the solution of which to him depend the stability
38x1 well-being of his world, and indeed the whole world.
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